U p lan d ,
Islan d & C reek
KYLE STOCKWELL

Dense fog hugs the surface of the river
as dawn breaks over Arrowsic. Striped bass churn
the water in voracious pursuit of schooling alewives.
Overhead, the air is punctuated by the wingbeat of blue
wing teal on morning sorties to food-rich tidal marshes.
Another day begins on the Lower Kennebec River.
Lamb Island
‘ he shores and waters of the
t Low er Kennebec River and
Merrymeeting Bay provide some of
the most important wildlife habitat
on the Maine coast. Every species
of waterfowl stopping along the
Atlantic Flyway finds refuge in the
extensive marshes and tidal flats.
Until recently, these habitats
remained relatively immune to

threatens these delicate systems and
the many species of wildlife that rely
upon them.
Recent acquisitions described here
- Back River frontage and upland,
Lamb Island and Chopps Creek - are
part of an ongoing partnership effort
to protect these precious resources.
These three are among projects on
which the Conservancy took the lead.

is another example of cooperation
between commerce and conser
vation.
The Conservancy negotiated the
purchase from White Brothers, Inc.

of Westbrook on behalf of the Maine
Department of Inland Fisheries and
Wildlife (MDIFW). The local con
struction company worked with the
Conservancy to identify and protect

;
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U p la n d

The 125-acre tract in Georgetown
stands directly across the channel
from Bald Head, a Conservancy
preserve since 19 8 0 . W hen the
property, with over 3,000 feet along
the Back River and a significant
amount of developable uplands,
came on the market, we went into
action.

White, president of White Brothers,
Inc. The property was part of a
bigger parcel with a large existing
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iven the historic scope of our
recent 185,000-acre purchase of
remote forest along the St. John River
- and the extraordinary fund-raising
challenge that presents - some of our
friends have wondered whether The
Nature Conservancy might pare down
its commitment to projects elsewhere
in the state. Quite the opposite.
In our last annual report (Maine
Legacy Fall 19 9 8 ), we described a
record 19 land conservation projects
completed for the past fiscal year. I
am pleased to tell you that we are on
a pace to surpass that record this

G

year. Given the im
mense amount of work
we are devoting to the
St. John River lands,
this is a real tribute to
the dedication of
Maine Chapter trus
tees and staff and to the
heartening level of sup
port we are receiving
from our members and
partner organizations.
If you are losing track of all the
projects statewide, perhaps you’ll join
us on October 2 in Sebasco at the
annual meeting for a first hand update.
Meanwhile, we are working with the
King Administration and with the
119 th Maine Legislature to place a
significant public land acquisition
bond on next November’s ballot. The
Governor and a number of legislative
leaders from both sides of the aisle

have stepped forward to champion
this vitally important initiative.
It has been over a decade since
Maine voters passed a bond for $ 3 5
million and created the Land for
Maine’s Future program. That pro
gram protected important sites in all
16 counties - a total of some 65,000
acres - including many of the highest
priority to The Nature Conservancy.
There are compelling conservation
needs throughout Maine. Truly, few
other issues could unite the remark
ably diverse coalition of interests that
have formed around the call for
renewed funding for the Land for
Maine’s Future program.
To meet the enormous challenge of
preserving Maine’s native habitats for
future generations, we will need to
increase both public and private
funding. You could call it a long-term
investment for visionaries.

Upland, Island
& Creek
continued from page one
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$ 200,000 from these individuals, the
Conservancy added negotiating help
and $20,000 while another $50,000
came from the North Am erican
W etlands Conservation Council.
Given this support, the Maine Depart
ment of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
(MDIFW) was able to complete the
purchase last December.
Although a victory for conservation,
the champions of this deal are clearly
the private donors who saw the need
to protect vulnerable marshes and
uplands and contributed their re
sources to preserve this property.
“Above anything else, these very
generous gifts were the key to pro
tecting this stretch of river and the
uplands,” says M D IFW Com m is
sioner Lee Perry. “We can now pre

Back River shoreline
serve this land for the benefit of future
generations.”
Island

Lamb Island is tucked into the
Kennebec River nearly two miles from
where the Lower Kennebec River
meets the Atlantic Ocean. At high tide
the island is barely 4 acres. As the tide
ebbs, however, surrounding mud

flats and marshes are exposed like a
banquet table spread before waterfowl and wading birds. With beak and
claw for dining utensils, they probe
grasses and mud for gourmet treats
like snails and crustaceans.
The combination of river flow, tidal
fluctuation and salt water keep Lamb
Island flats ice-free in all but the

Chopps
Creek

coldest conditions, allowing over
wintering black ducks to gorge on
periwinkles and other foods.
Lamb Island came to The Nature
Conservancy as a gift from Anne and
Walter Gamble of Brookline, MA and
Georgetown.
“We are thrilled to be able to donate
our island to The Nature Conser
vancy,” say the Gambles “The Lower
Kennebec River is a very special place
for us, and we are pleased to do what
we can to help preserve its natural
and scenic values.”

Three new acquisitions
along with two earlier projects
completed on behalf of the state
wildlife department - plus Bald
Head, a Conservancy preserve
since 1980. On October 2,
the Maine Chapter’s Annual
Meeting will focus on these and
other conservation holdings
along Merrymeeting Bay and the
Lower Kennebec River system.

C re e k

“I’ll show you where the ducks
are,” declared Betsy Ham, Executive
Director of the Friends of Merrymeeting Bay, as she rolled out a map
of the Bay. “Here,” she said, pinning
her finger on the map. “ Chopps
Creek” .
Chopps Creek is a marshy tributary
which enters ju st as the Low er
Kennebec just as the river leaves
Merrymeeting Bay. When biologists
next visited the creek, they not only
confirmed Ham’s report but came
away with some exciting discoveries.
In addition to supporting some of the
area’s best wild rice flats (fast-food
for ducks), the intertidal reaches of
the creek support a bonanza of rare
plants. The brackish estuaries of the
Lower Kennebec provide some of the
best habitat on the eastern seaboard
for rare plants, including Parker’s
pipe-wort, water pimpernel, and mud
wort.
According to M olly Docherty,
Director of the Natural Areas Pro
gram for the State of Maine, “ Chopps
Creek has a greater abundance of
submerged aquatic vegetation than
any other area in Merrymeeting Bay.
This is outstanding habitat.”
Not long after this research was
completed, a 40-acre tract with 1,000
feet of creek frontage hit the market.
The sellers were eager to explore
various conservation options, ulti
mately offering the property to the
Conservancy at a price significantly
below its market value.
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now geese rest on Merrymeeting Bay in spring as they migrate to arctic
breeding grounds far to the north. Atlantic sturgeon and endangered
Short-nose sturgeon swim upriver to spawn. Schools of striped bass flood
into the river in May and June in a frenzied rush to breed and to gorge on
sand eels and alewives that have ventured from the relative safety of tidal
creeks along the river.
Green-winged teal and Virginia and sora rail pour into the vast wild
rice flats every fall to bulk up for the journey south. Black ducks and
Canada geese depend on the saline and tidal waters of the Back and Lower
Kennebec Rivers to keep their feeding grounds open through the depths
of winter when all fresh water has turned to ice.
Working to protect their habitats is the Maine Wetlands Coalition which
includes The Nature Conservancy along with government agencies, land
trusts, land owners, and private donors who have made the protection of
these biologically rich tidal marshes a top priority. By working together
and employing a variety of land conservation tools, the Coalition has
protected over 2,000 acres of tidal marsh and upland buffer.
Many of these lands have been acquired with federal funds from the
North American Wetlands Conservation Act matched with generous
contributions from local landowners, private citizens and Coalition
members. For information on how the Coalition works to benefit wildlife
as well as humans that depend on the river for hunting, fishing, kayaking
and making a living, call Will Brune at 7 2 9 -5 18 1.
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P r o q r e• sons the
St. J o h n R i v e r
First $10 M illio n in 10 M a g n ific e n t G ifts
aising $ 1 0 m illion in three
months is extraordinary. And
extraordinary deeds require extra
ordinary leaders.
Nine families and one foundation
have contributed a total of $ 1 0
million toward the acquisition of 286
square miles along the Upper St. John
River. This news was announced on
April 16, 1999, three months to the

R

day after newspapers
across the nation re
ported the Conservancy’s
history-m aking $ 3 5 . 1
m illion purchase of
185,000 acres of remote
forest land in northwest
ern Maine.
These first ten gifts
represent the first of
many leadership gifts
needed to raise the $ 3 5
million-plus required to
protect forest land and
river corridor.

BILL SILLIKER JR.

Dr. Richard G. Rockefeller and his
wife, Nancy Anderson, of Falmouth,
his father David Rockefeller, Sr. of
New York and cousin Steven Rocke
feller of Vermont, along with four
other members of the Rockefeller
family, have contributed $3.2 million

dollars toward the acquisition.
“We strongly believe that others will
recognize this opportunity to pre
serve this spectacular part of the
North Woods,” said Dr. Rockefeller,
who will serve as Honorary Chair
person of the fund-raising effort for

Blanketed by a forest of spruce and fir,
Head Harbor Island is among the 14
islands in the Great Wass Island
Archipelago over which the Conservancy
has been able to extend one of several
forms of conservation protection. The
Great Wass Island Preserve at nearly
1,600 acres protects the majority of that
island. A number of islands, like Mistake
and Knight, are owned outright. While the
Conservancy owns a 3-acre preserve on
Head Harbor Island in Jonesport, the
greatest protection is afforded by
conservation easements covering another
748 acres. The most recent addition is a
48-acre easement generously donated to
the Conservancy by Mr. and Mrs.
Douglas Wiiliams. It includes 3,400 feet
of shoreline.

SUE VAN HOOK
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the St. John River project, assisting
the Conservancy in securing the
leadership of other families. “It is a
place like no other in the world,”
he said.
Those thoughts are shared by
Leon and Lisa Gorman of Yarmouth,
who made the very first gift to this
historic acquisition, a personal
commitment of $ 1 million. Leon
Gorman is a Conservancy trustee in
Maine and president of L.L. Bean.
“The Upper St. John is one of the
last great wilderness rivers in the
country,” said Mr. Gorman. “ Its
preservation for the people of
Maine will be like Percival Baxter’s
preservation of Baxter State Park.
This is the greatest gift Lisa and I
can give to Maine."
The North Woods Wilderness
Trust, a land trust located in
Rockwood and committed to the
protection of land in the North
Woods, also pledged $ 2 million in
conjunction with Burt’s Bees.
“This is an historic moment for the
North Woods,” said Bud Fackelman,
the Executive Director of North
Woods W ilderness Trust, “ one

which can only be made possible by
the involvement of those who care
about the North Woods and Maine,
and want to do something remarkable
to ensure its long-term protection.”
Six other families and one foundation
bring the total raised to just over $ 10
million in multi-year pledges. Addi
tional Founding Donors are: Sweet
Water Trust of Cambridge, Massa
chusetts, in conjunction with an
anonymous donor; John and Anna
Marie Thron of South Portland; David
and Sherry Huber and their family of
Falmouth; Joe and Carol Wishcamper
of Freeport; and three anonymous
donors.
“It is our goal and full intention to
secure most, if not all, of these funds,
in private gifts, ” said Joe Wishcamper,
Chairman of The Nature Conservancy
Maine Chapter’s Board of Trustees.
“That is why we are so pleased with
the leadership of those who have
launched the first phase in such
extraordinary fashion.”
Nancy Smith, President of Sweet
Water Trust agreed: “ Sweet Water
Trust is involved because the St. John
is the biggest conservation project in

this region for decades or more. There
are currently no state or federal
dollars for this kind of wild
lands protection; private'
philanthropy must lead thev
way if we are
,,11/lk
to protect our
priceless natural kj
heritage whiley^a
we still have the?
chance.”
The Conservancy’s pur
chase of these lands represents the
largest single conservation purchase
ever made in the state of Maine. The
C on servan cy secured the $ 3 5 . 1
million needed to acquire the land
from The Nature C on servan cy’s
national Land Preservation Fund, a
rotating loan fund. This is the largest
financial commitment ever made by
the C on servan cy to any project
anywhere in the world.
“Virtually every conservationist has
identified the St. John River as a top
protection priority for northern
Maine,” said Executive Director Kent
Wommack. “Our responsibility is to
do it right.”

Announcing Our New Growth & Income Fund
The Nature Conservancy is now offering a new
way to help you meet your financial and
charitable goals. The Growth & Income Fund
provides growth of income over time as well
as a growing gift to the Conservancy.
With a gift of $5,000 or more, you can provide
lifetime income to yourself and a loved one.*
What’s more, a portion of your gift qualifies for
a charitable tax deduction.
To learn more, please call Mason Morfit,
Planned Giving Officer, at 207-7j

BILL SILLIKER JR

From moclest streams great rivers flow
invest in the future o f conservation

“ Recipients of income from fund must be aged 50 or over. Consult your financial advisor about the suitability of such a gift
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e reported in last summer’s newsletter on plans by an
anonymous and generous New Hampshire family to donate to
The Nature Conservancy 5,539 acres of forest land in western Maine
and another 2,28 25 acres in New Hampshire. This past January that
gift was finalized and the property transferred - the largest single gift
of land ever for Conservancy offices in each state.
We will be inventorying these lands this summer and developing
appropriate strategies for their conservation values. In the meantime, we
are pleased to have another opportunity to express our gratitude for this
important contribution to conservation in the northeast.

W

CHRIS HOFFMAN

...and Barrens
continued from page three

gravel pit the company purchased in
19 9 7 when the town of Limington
placed it on the auction block. “We
need sand and gravel products for
road building, commercial construc
tion and utility work; this was a
natural for us.”
White says he found out that The
Nature Conservancy had also bid on
the property, seeking to protect the
barrens habitats that are becoming
increasingly scarce along the eastern
seaboard.
“We started talking to the Conser
vancy in the parking lot right after the
auction,” says White. “It was clear this
presented an opportunity for business
and conservation to work together.
W e’re providing products society
needs today and the Conservancy is
protecting lands wildlife will need on
into the future.”
The purchase protects over 1,200
feet on the Little Ossipee River,
increasing the protected river front
age in this area to well over 10 miles.
Collectively, these properties re
present a broad range of natural
community types including pitch
pine-scrub oak barrens, hardwood
floodplain forest, outwash plain
pondshore, acidic fens, and kettlehole
bogs as well as deer wintering yards.
“The future of the deer herd in
Maine depends on protection of
wintering areas” , says Phil Bozenhard, regional biologist for MDIFW.
“This is one of many cases where the
protection of unique natural com
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munities and nongame species will
also provide a critical benefit to game
species.”
Prior to the acquisition, the area
north of Killick Pond consisted of
three large adjoining blocks of
protected land: the 650 -acre
MDIFW Killick Pond Wildlife Man
agement Area, a 1,0 7 5 -a c r e site
owned by the Department of Conser
vation (also managed by MDIFW),
and a 425-acre Maine Army National
Guard site managed by the Maine
Natural Areas Program.
The Killick Pond Wildlife Manage
ment Area provides critical habitat
for rare species including many rare
moths such as the broad sallow
(Xylotype capax), pine barrens zale
(Zale sp. 1), Acadian swordgrass
moth (Xylena thoracica), and
Thaxter’s pinion moth (Lithophane
thaxteri) - all species dependent on
pine barrens vegetation. In addition,

habitat for the eastern ribbon snake
(Thamnophis sauritus) is present on
the recently purchased property as are
two rare plant species, the slender
fimbry (Fimbristylis autumnalis) and
the dw arf bulrush (L ipocarpha
micrantha).
Funding for the purchase came from
a $ 3 2 ,5 0 0 grant from the Maine
Outdoor Heritage Fund*, and mat
ching funds from the Corporate
Conservation Council of the Maine
Chapter of The Nature Conservancy
and MDIFW.
*The Maine Outdoor Heritage Fund is
a state program awarding grants that
conserve Maine’s special places, endan
gered species and important habitat with
proceeds from the Outdoor Heritage
scratch lottery tickets sold at Maine State
Lottery outlets. Established in 1995, the
Outdoor Heritage Fund has awarded over
$4.2 million to 148 conservation projects
statewide.

An A nchor For
H allo w ell Islan d
ive years ago, when The Nature
Conservancy purchased Hallowell
Island in Cobscook Bay, we made it clear
that som eday the island would be
transferred to nearby Moosehorn
National Wildlife Refuge. That day came
in March.
The Conservancy entered the chain of
title when a longtime owner found it
could no longer continue its stew
ardship. The island was offered to the
Conservancy as a bargain sale with the
understanding that the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service would seek funding so
that it could eventually take title.
While our stewardship has been short,
it has protected a variety of values from
wildlife habitat to public access. We are
pleased that this beautiful and diverse
island will continue to benefit both the |
people and wildlife of Cobscook Bay.
m
3
£
CD

BRUCE KIDMAN

F

“Hallowell Island has a bit of everything,” says local
resident Lester Seeley who has helped protect the
island over the years. There are open blueberry
barrens on the northern end, a dense spruce forest to the south, mudflats, seal ledges, songbird, shorebird and
waterfowl habitat - and the company of eagles. “It makes sense for Moosehorn to own and manage it,” says Seeley.
“People will be able to use the island but not abuse it. This makes the work everyone has done to this point worth it.”
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F ield
Trips
19 9 9

General Information

canoe and equipm ent. Life jackets are required.
Beginning canoeists welcome.

A ll trips are free o f charge, unless
fee is stated. If so n oted, call ahead

Directions: Meet at the State canoe launch on Route 160, East Brownfield,

to register. O th e rw is e , be at the

on the west side of the Saco River Bridge (approximately one mile east of

a p p o in te d m eeting place on time;

the junction of Route 5 and 113).

trips w ill leave at the scheduled time.
B rin g p len ty o f water; y o u m ay want
to b rin g snacks or lu nch . Be aware o f

y o u r ow n ability: levels o f d ifficu lty vary a n d we
have tried to describe the length and strenuousness
o f the a ctivity accurately.

Fernald’s Neck Preserve
Camden

Cl. Sunday June 20, 1999 Summer Solstice Walk 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.
b. Monday July 19, 1999 Family Walk & Picnic 11:00 - 1:00 p.m.
C. Sunday, August 1, 1999 Herbs Walk 1 :00 - 3:00 p.m.

Indian Point/Blagden Preserve

d. Monday Sept. 6, 1999 Family Walk & Picnic 11:00 - 1:00 p.m.

Bar Harbor
Cl. Sunday, May 22, 1999 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon
b. Saturday, June 26, 1999 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon.
C. Tuesday, July 27, 1999 10:00 a.m. -12:00 noon
Explore Indian Point Blagden Preserve with a moderate
2.6 mile hike from woods to water. We’ll identify some
common plants and look for signs of wildlife that make
this preserve their home. Please wear appropriate hiking
shoes since some sections of the trail are rocky. Bring a
lunch if you would like and enjoy a peaceful afternoon
looking out over the Western Bay. Please call Doug
Radziewicz at 207-288-2095 to register; number limited
to 1 0 .

Dominated by thick stands of pine and hardwoods,
Fernald’s Neck Preserve covers most of a large peninsula
that juts into the north end of Megunticook Lake. Join
Preserve Steward Delia Farris on one or more days and
benefit from her knowledge of Fernald’s Neck as well as
her enthusiasm. Some walks are for a general audience,
others are particulary suited for families. Register with
Delia Farris at 20 7-273-376 7.
Directions: From Camden, take Route 52 north to Youngtown Corner.
Just past the corner, turn left onto Fem ald’s Neck Road. Continue on this
road, which changes to dirt, bearing left at the fork. Continue past the
farmhouse at the end of the road to the small parking lot.

Directions: Take Route 3 south from Ellsworth, across the Trenton
Causeway onto M ount Desert Island (8.5 miles) Bear right at the first
fork in the road (1/2 mile), taking Route 102/198 toward Somesville.
After 1.8 miles, turn right onto Indian Point Road and bear right at the
first fork (1.7 miles). The entrance to the preserve is about 200 yards
further on the right. Please park at the entrance lot.

2 . Saco River Canoe Trip
East Brownfield, Saturday, June 19,1999
10:00 a.m. -2:00 p.m.
On a relaxing paddle along the Saco River, Conservation
Planner Josh Royte will discuss the natural processes and
ecosystems of the area and Saco River Project Director
Kevin Coffey will explain the Conservancy’s communitybased conservation initiative. Along the way, we’ll catch
the last of the spring wildflowers, such as painted and
red trillium, and both Canada starflower and mayflower.
The vernal pools and backwater sloughs should show us
a few species of frog and salamander tadpoles and other
vernal pools species such as fairy shrimp, fingernail clams,
and predacious diving beetles. You might also want to
bring binoculars to watch for songbirds, eagles and redtail hawks. Please register with Josh Royte at 207-7295 18 1. Bring your lunch, plenty of water to drink. Long
sleeve shirt, pants tucked into socks and/or bug repellant
are recommended. Participants must supply their own
8
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Blue-eyed grass, Damariscove Island

4 . Edible Plants at Step Falls Preserve
Newry, Sunday, June27,1999
1:00-4:00 p.m.
Acquired in 1961Step Falls was the Maine Chapter's first
preserve. While rambling through its hilly terrain and
exploring a variety of habitats, learn about edible wild

plants with wild foods enthusiast Russ Cohen. Russ will
cover identification techniques, edible portion, season,
of availability, and preparation methods for at least two
dozen plant species, as well as guidelines for safe and
environmentally-responsible foraging. We may also be
fortunate enough to encounter some early summer edible
wild mushrooms. Please bring your notebook and pencil,
since we will be collecting only information on this trip
(no picking, please). You will need sturdy walking shoes
and protection from rain or sun, and you may want to
bring bug repellant. For more information about this trip,
please call Russ Cohen at 781-646-7489. You may also
want to visit his website at http://www.ultranet.com/
-mulberry/bio.htm.
Directions: Follow Route 2/26 from Bethel to Newry. Continue on Route
26 about eight miles. The preserve is on the right, just before W ight

Pasture rose, Damariscove Island

Brook. From the other direction, the preserve is on Route 26, ten miles
from the New Flampshire border. Cars should be parked in the field area
near the brook.

island summer caretakers Tricia Rouleau and Rick
Stevenson lead an exploration of the island’s natural and
cultural history. Meet at the bulletin board near the base
of the dock at noon. Call 2 0 7 -7 2 9 -5 18 1 to register.

(3

The Kennebunk Plains

Kennebunk, Saturday, August 14, 1999
9:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m.
Sandplain grasslands are becoming increasingly rare
throughout the world. Learn about sandplain grassland
ecology at Kennebunk Plains, and see the spectacular
Northern Blazing Star in full bloom. Explore the habitat
for the endangered grasshopper sparrow and other
grassland birds. No preregistration required.
Directions: From the north: Take exit 3 from the Maine Turnpike and
turn left onto Route 35. At the next stop sign (-1/10 mile), turn right
onto Alfred Road From the south: Take exit 3 from the Turnpike and turn
right onto Route 35. Just after Route 35 passes over the turnpike, continue
straight onto Alfred Road (do not bear right on Route 35). O n Alfred
Road, go 8/10 mile and turn left onto M ill Street (follow sign to Route 99).
Go 7/10 mile and, at the stop sign, turn right onto Route 99. After 7/10
mile, turn left onto Wakefield Road. A t the stop sign (6/10 mile), turn
right onto Maguire Road. In 7/10 of a mile,just after the road turns to
gravel, you will see a large grassland. A small parking lot is on the left side
of the road toward the far end of the grassland.

~J
Yellow rattle, Damariscove Island

5

Damariscove Island- meet you there.
7 miles southeast of Boothbay Harbor

Cl. Saturday, July 24, 1999 12 noon - 2:00 p.m.
b. Saturday, August 28, 1999 12noon - 2:00 p.m.
This is a B.Y.O.B. trip - meaning Bring Your Own Boat
since we won’t be providing transportation. For more
than 300 years, Damariscove Island was a thriving fishing
and farming community. Today, the island is wild and open.
Come prepared to walk the mile and a half loop trail as

Intertidal Life at Cobscook Bay
Pembroke, Saturday, August 14,1999
7:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.

The biological diversity of Cobscook Bay has amazed
visitors for centuries. It is found in the rich marine life at
sea and in the huge flocks of migratory birds on shore.
Marine ecologist Robin Hadlock Seeley finds diversity in
between those worlds - literally underfoot. Join this
periwinkle specialist on a low-tide exploration of the Bay’s
extensive intertidal habitat beginning at Reversing Falls
Park.You may want to bring your lunch and linger in the
area to enjoy the views. This is a moderately strenuous
Field Trips continued on next page
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walk, climbing over sloping terrain on slippery seaweed
covered rocks. Please wear waterproof boots, sandals
with good traction or the like.
Directions: Meet at Reversing Falls Park, Pembroke. Follow Route 1 to
Pembroke. Bear right at the Triangle Store in West Pembroke. After 1/2

spruce-fir forest. This is an extremely strenuous trip
involving a several mile hike over rugged terrain.
Participants must be in good physical condition and
excellent health. Please register with Kyle Stockwell by
calling 2 0 7 -7 2 9 -5 18 1.

mile, take first right onto Leighton Point Road. Go @ three miles to third

Directions: Meet at the North Maine Woods “6-Mile Checkpoint” on the

road on right - look for very small sign on telephone pole (if road turns to

American Realty Road in Garfield Plantation just west of Ashland, Maine.

dirt, you’ve gone too far). Turn right past Clarkside Cemetery. At end of
road, turn left and continue to town park.

8.

Sea Kayaking at Cobscook Bay
P e m b r o k e , S u n day, A u gu st 15, 1 9 9 9
8 :0 0 a .m . - 1 1 :0 0 a .m .

Get a whole new perspective on the ecology of Cobscook
Bay. Naturalist, Master Maine Guide and Pembroke
resident Tim Sheehan will guide a half-day paddle in the
Pennamaquan River section as we look for eagles and
waterfowl and learn about the variety of wildlife in the
Bay. Beginners are welcome; some instruction provided.
All equipment provided. This trip requires a fee of $30 per
person. To register, call Tim Sheehan, Tidal Trails, 207726-4079.
Directions: Meet at Tidal Trails, Pembroke: Follow Route 1 north to
Pembroke. Bear right at the Triangle Store in West penbroke. After @ 1/2
mile, take first right onto Leighton Point Road. Go 3 miles south to Tidal
Trails (look for kayaks).

Q

Great W ass Island Preserve
NANCY SFERRA

B e a ls , S atu rd ay , A u g u st 2 1 , 1 9 9 9
1 0 :0 0 a .m . - 2 : 0 0 p .m .

Great Wass Island offers a fascinating variety of habitats,
from spruce/fir forest to large open bogs and a beautiful
Maine rocky coast. Stewardship Director Nancy Sferra
will explain how the cool, moist and windy climate of
this preserve shapes its unique ecology. He will introduce
you to some of the characteristics and names of plants
and animals that are adapted to life in this spectacular
preserve. Bring your lunch, plenty of water to drink, raingear, and shoes suitable for rocky trails. Please register
with Jeanne Desjardins at 20 7-7 2 9 -5 18 1.
Directions: Com ing from the south: on Route 1 take Route 187 towards
Jonesport; take a right just after the US Coast Guard station onto the
bridge to Beal Island. Take a left at the end of the bridge, go straight at the
next stop sign. Take a right at the end of a short (about 20 foot) causeway
that crosses to Great Wass Island. Three miles later there is a marked
parking area on the left.

1 0 . Big Reed Forest Reserve
T 8 R 1 0 , T 8 R 1 1 W E L S , S atu rd ay , S e p t e m b e r 11, 1 9 9 9
9 :0 0 a .m . - 3 : 0 0 p . m .

Spend a day within this 4,800-acre old-growth reserve
learning about its natural history and general ecology.
Visit several natural communities, including northern
hardwood forest, northern white cedar wetland, and
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Mt. Agamenticus

A

National Trails Day
at Mt. Agamenticus
^

Saturday, June 5, 1999, 9 am - 4 pm

Help us celebrate National Trails Day as we join forces
with the Town of York, Maine Department of Inland
Fisheries and Wildlife, and York Water District to
work on the trails at Mt. Agamenticus. In an effort
to minimize soil erosion and sedimentation of
streams, we will construct water bars and water
crossings in the largest block of unfragmented forest
in southern Maine. In addition, we'll clean up the
remains of an old homestead on state conservation
land. For information or to sign up, call Nancy Sferra
at 2 0 7 -7 2 9 -5 18 1 or e-mail at (nsferra@tnc.org).

Thanks to Strong Member Support

M o st S u cc e ssfu l
A n n u a l A p p eal in
C h ap ter H isto ry

Barbara
Vickery,
Director of
Conservation
Programs,
scouts sites
in Cobscook
Bay.

ith the tremendous 185,000-acre St.John
River purchase topping the already full list
of on-going Conservancy projects in Maine,
members showed their commitment by increas
ing annual support to record numbers last winter.

W

Highlights:
BRUCE KIDMAN

Topping off at $ 5 7 5 ,0 0 0 , the annual appeal
surpassed by $25,000 the most aggressive goal we have
ever set for raising the operating funds that allow us to
protect Maine’s most important lands and waters.
In response to a $100,000 challenge issued by three
trustee families to Maine Heritage Society members (donors
of $1,000+), membership in the Society ballooned by 53%.
Since every member increase was matched dfollar for
dollar, the impact of those contributions doubled.
M e m o r ia l s
Dr. W ilb u r B err y

L.L. Bean
Ruth S. F r a n k

Lewis andJean Frank
W ilb u r B. M a n te r

Fleet Bank Private Clients Group
G o rd o n P. M er ria m

The number of member families supporting the
Annual Appeal grew by 240 families over last year.
Thanks to your generosity and the timely challenge grant
from those three Trustee families, the Conservancy is
getting ready for another remarkable year of protecting
the best of Maine’s natural heritage. With continued
suppport, we can continue to make conservation history.
Thank you - and congratulations!

Burke Family Foundation
Leslie and Walter Burlock Foundation
Joyce and Lester Coleman Charitable Fund
Green Hill Foundation
Daniel and Wilma Horner Foundation
Steven C. Leuthold Family Foundation
Old Bug Light Charitable Foundation
Sibley-Saltonstall Charitable Foundation

Marian McCredie

W e a r e g r a t e fu l fo r ...
W e d d in g s

J a y S ig m u n d

Mrs. Isabel C. Argow
M rs. J o h n S t a t h a k is

Mrs. Karl D. Patterson
V in cen t H. W h itn ey

John and Leone Rhee
O r g a n iz a t i o n a l S u p p o r t

Garden Club of Mount Desert
F o u n d a t io n S u p p o r t

Louis and Anne Abrons Foundation
Birch Cove Foundation, Inc.
Boston Foundation, Inc.

D on n a S. W a d o s k i a n d B ill G riffith

William D. Sample
M a tc h in g G ifts

Bell Atlantic
IBM
Illinois Tool Works, Inc.
Johnson & Johnson
Merrill Lynch & Co.
Microsoft Corporation
The Neiman Marcus Group
Portland Newspapers
Quaker Chemical Foundation

We are looking for a utility trailor and some CB radios

Thanking
ur thanks go to Ross Geredien
for helping with the planning
and permit application process for a
fence project at Salt Pond Preserve;
Ronald Clayton for donating a staple
gun; Ken H utchins for building
benches used for testing fire crew
fitness; Erin Cianchette, David Stiles,
Desiree Plata, Erik Flanagan, Sarah
C ro cker, Rem y K h alil, Rodrigo
Anawate, and Liz Hedgecock of Gould
Academ y for helping with shrub
cutting at Kennebunk Plains; Jo n
Doyle, Terry Arford, and Sheldon
Arford for shuttling the Damariscove
Island Caretakers to the island
throughout the 19 9 8 season; Jim
Hamlin for getting our portable pumps
ready for the fire season; Susan Nesbit,
Dianne W urtz, Tim Joh n so n , Jim
Hamlin, Steve Adams, Tyler Nadeau,
Lisa Earnhardt, Mark Woodruff, Faith
Thibideau, Nate Greene for their help
at the Saco Heath workday.

O

T * -f Wlt^ Power point plugs. Please call Theresa
V V I S n -I—/ I S L (7 29 -518 1) if you can help. Thanks.
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Published quarterly by the Maine Chapter
of The Nature Conservancy, 14 Maine Street,
Fort Andross, Suite 4 0 1, Brunswick, Maine 0 4 0 11
(207) 729 -518 1. Subscriptions to this newsletter are
available to members. Membership categories
include: Maine H e r it a g e S o c i e t y , $1000 and up;
Conservator, $100-$999; Basic Dues, $25; Life,
$1,000 endowment gift. Over 11,0 0 0 households
support' the Conservancy’s work in Maine.
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C h a irp erso n

Charter Honorary Trustee:

ach year Down East Magazine chooses a recij
Environmental Award. In its M;
announces its 1999 honoree: Kent W. Womi
Maine Chapter executive director is recogi
the “biggest single conservation land acquis
acres on the St. John River. “In one swil
editor Jeff Clark, “Wommack’s accomplishi
Conservancy, and the nature of land preservatH
The article profiles Kent and describes the chain"
the December purchase of 286 square miles of remote Maine forest.
h

J_/respected

T

Lyndel J. Wishcamper, Freeport, Chairperson
George N. Campbell, Jr., Portland; Vice Chairperson
Leon A. Gorman, Yarmouth, Vice Chairperson
Roger Milliken, Jr., Cumberland Center, Vice

Edward T. Richardson, Jr.,

T

he New England Society of American Foresters has presented
its Integrity in Conservation award to Roger Milliken, Jr., a
Conservancy trustee in Maine. In a letter supporting the
nomination, Governor Angus King said M illiken ’s “ moral
leadership, keen intelligence and unstinting dedication” to resolving
forest practices debates brought forth “ levels of common
understanding and progress few would have thought possible.”

TRUSTEES

Madge Baker, Springvale, Secretary
Weston L. Bonney, Portland, Treasurer
Eleanor “Noni" Ames, Cumberland Foreside
Markley H. Boyer, Boston
Joyce Coleman, Addison
David L. Courtemanch, M t . Vernon
Chris Harte, Portland
Sherry Huber, Falmouth
Ed Kfoury, Oquossoc
Ray Owen, Orono
Ala Reid, York Harbor
Robert Steneck, North Whitefield
Anna Marie Thron, South Portland
Richard J. Warren, Bangor
Lissa Widoff, Freedom

E xcellence

S a v e T h is D a te !
oin us this October for a full day of fascinating
field trips, good food and great company. Our
Annual Meeting will be held at the beautiful
Sebasco Harbor Resort at the tip
of the Phippsburg Penninsula (12
miles from Bath and only
minutes from Popham Beach).
We are anxious to show you the

J

I

South Portland

STAFF

Kent W. Wommack Vice President and Executive Director
Cliff Alton Information Systems/Membership Coordinator
Rosemary Armstrong Administrative Assistant
Nick Becker Project Information Coordinator
William Brune Assistant Director o f Land Protection
Susan Caldwell Protection Assistant
M. Bridget Chase Director o f Development
Kevin Coffey Saco River Project Direstor
Jeanne Desjardins Stewardship Assistant
Jim Dow Cobscook Bay Project Director
Susan Downs Finance Coordinator
Melina Draper Campaign Assistant
Kristin Foord Protection Assistant
Bruce Kidman Director of Communications/Gov’t Relations
Alex McIntosh Director o f Annual Giving
Theresa McKittrick Administrative Assistant
J. Mason Morfit Vice President/Director o f Planned Giving
Doug Radziewicz Downeast Preserves Steward
Jane Richmond Director o f Administration and Finance
Josh Royte Conservation Planner
Tom Rumpf Director o f Land Protection
Nancy Sferra Diresctor o f Science and Stewardship
Kyle Stockwell Asst. Diresctor o f Science and Stewardship
Kathy Sylvester Development Coordinator
Angela Twitchell, Public Lands Campaign Coordinator
Barbara Vickery Director o f Conservation Programs

A n n u a l M e e tin g

O c to b e r 2 , 1 9 9 9

work we’ve
been doing in
this midcoast

region, from Meerymeeting Bay to
the swift currents of the Lower
Kennebec River. So mark your
calendar. We’ll provide all the
details in our summer newsletter.
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